[Orthodontic effects of palatal suture expansion].
The aim of the work was the determination of the possibility of the palatal suture expansion with an orthodontic method depending on the age of patients, and the assessment of orthodontic treatment results. The examination composed 40 individuals (24 female and 16 male) at the age of 10 and 6 months to 30 years and 1 month. Two groups were formed with regard to age. The palatal suture expansion was obtained in 18 individuals (that is 100% of the examined) of the first group at the ages of 10 years and 6 months to 15 years and 5 months and in 12 individuals at the ages of 16 years and 4 months to 30 years and 1 month in the second group, which amounted to 54%. In 10 persons there was no palatal suture expansion. The palatal suture expansion influenced in a statistically significant way an increase in the width of the palate, anterior and posterior width of the upper dental arch and a decrease in the index of the palatal height. The palatal suture expansion had no statistically significant influence on lowering the height of the palate and on the decrease in overbite, or changes in overjet. The age had no statistically significant influence on orthodontic changes. However, the age had a statistically significant influence on orthodontic changes assessed on the basis of the width of diastema.